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The following statement is delivered on behalf lod inter-Agency Coordination
Group on Mine Actioh (IACG-MA), comprising 14 United Nations entitiesviolved in
mine action.

Victim Assistance is one of the core objectiveshd Convention. At least 29
States Parties have reaffirmed their responsibibtythe well-being of mine victims.
Moreover, the United Nations would like to reminii8s Parties, in a position to do so,
that they shall provide assistance for the carerahdbilitation and social and economic
reintegration of mine victims, as provided for imarggraph 4 of Article 6 of the
Convention.

The United Nations recognizes that mine and expéosemnants of war survivors
and victims do not have sufficient access to tlygiired services, thus denying them the
possibility to be fully reintegrated in their soiés, regaining their dignity, in short,
depriving them their full rights.

Assisting victims is one of the four core strategjigectives of the Strategy of the
United Nations on Mine Action 2013-2018, which emaplzes the importance of
“comprehensive support [to be] provided by naticarad international actors to mine and
ERW victims within broader responses to injury amhbility.”

In many affected countries the victim assistancekved the United Nations with
national authorities, especially that of UNDRINICEF and UNMAS, contributes to

! The Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPK®jited Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS),
UN Office of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), Office fothe Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA), Office of the UN High Commissioner for Huma&ights (OHCHR), UN Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women\ Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN
Development Programme (UNDP), Food and AgricultGngganization (FAQO), UN Office for Project
Services (UNOPS), Office of the High Commissionar Refugees (UNHCR), World Food Programme
(WFP), World Health Organization (WHO), United Nats Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR)
(Observer status), and the World Bank (Observeéusta

2 |In 2013, UNDP provided nearly 170,000 victims iffeeted areas with sustainable employment
opportunities. UNDP supported initiatives that poten vocations training, access to small grants,
livestock, psychosocial support, rehabilitation gymernment employment in countries such as Alhania



the implementation of the Convention provisions hathanitarian objectives with regard
to victim assistance. Victim assistance shall iomeat to be systematically integrated into
mine action as well as development programmes Em$p

Mine action programmes, including those suppoitgdthe United Nations,
continue to provide significant assistance to aetisonnel landmine victims. This
ensures that specifically targeted assistance lactoenefits the entire disability sector
and contributes to the implementation of relevanstruments of International
Humanitarian Law addressing victim assistance, ssscthis Convention, the Convention
on Cluster Munitions and Protocol V on explosiveinants of war (ERW).

The Mine Ban Convention constitutes an importaatiwork for advancing the
rights and addressing the needs of mine victimsluging survivors, and also their
immediate families and the affected communitieshe TUnited Nations urges States
Parties to abide by the relevant provisions inGboavention.

Efforts to address their needs and rights, alsedne be expanded beyond the
framework of the APMBC into broader disability righ health, or development
frameworks to ensure greater access and sustaipabil

Multilateral frameworks such as those provided liy Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPDas well as the World Health Organization’s global
disability action plan 2014-2021, entitled “Bettezalth for all people with disability”
are other useful cadres for addressing and enhatieenrights and needs of survivors in
the long term. They should be strengthened toren$iey serve as an effective means
for the provision of adequate resources to thereentbnstituency of persons with
disabilities. The effective implementation of suftameworks does contribute to

Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, ColomBigypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Mozambique, Tajikistan
and Yemen.

3 For example, in Eritrea, a country where the nigjaf casualties are children, and where disabaind
victim assistance are a national priority, UNICEdS lbeen mobilizing support to assist the Governriment
strengthening orthopedic workshops to expand tlvigion of services on mobility devices for child
survivors and other children with disabilities, atal develop community-based referral services and
protocols on victim assistance for child survivangluding psychosocial support.

* UNMAS, through a number of its field programmesstbeen supporting victim assistance and the
development of policy and legal frameworks for pess with disabilities overall. For example, in
Afghanistan it has funded a physical rehabilitagaynject that provided orthotics and prostheticsdame
500 persons and another project in support of physiccessibility in Helmand, Herat, Kabul and
Kandahar, including the building of more than 1@0nps in key public locations. In the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and South Sudan, UNMAS sugpothe economic reinsertion and physical
rehabilitation of landmine/ERW victims and othergmns with disabilities.

® The CRPD regime also consists of annual Conferemce Committee of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. The United Nations Partnership torpote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Multinor
Trust Fund (UNPRPD MDTF), managed by UNDP, has lmeeated to foster a collaborative effort aiming
at mobilizing resources to advance disability rigéatound the world.

® This action plan has three objectives; (a) to nembarriers and improve access to health serviods a
programmes; (b) to strengthen and extend rehahilitahabilitation, assistive technology, assistaand
support services, and community-based rehabilitatand (c) to strengthen collection of relevant and
internationally comparable data on disability andport research on disability and related services.



achieving an inclusive society, with the full panpiation of landmine survivors and other
persons with disabilities.

Members of the IACG-MA actively participated in tl&onference “Bridges
between Worlds” held recently in Medellin, Colomlaiad would like to reiterate their
congratulations to Colombia for its initiative. #&ddition to recognizing the need for
further in-depth dialogue in this field, the Unitéthtions welcomes the commitments
made "by representatives of the anti-personnelnfamel and disability right movements
present in Medellin to work closer together.

Finally, the IACG-MA would like to thank Austria dnCosta Rica, Co-Chairs of
the Standing Committee on Victim Assistance, fairthireless efforts in encouraging
States Parties to fulfill this obligation.

Thank you.



