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Nearly eighty years ago, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights defined what
every person needs to survive and thrive. It was a philosophical and political
breakthrough — and it has been the bedrock of our global community ever since.

Human rights — civil, political, economic, social and cultural — are inalienable,
indivisible and interdependent. But recent years have brought a shrinking of civic
space. We have grave violations that signal a flagrant disregard for rights, and a
callous indifference to human suffering.

Together, we have the power to confront these injustices: by protecting the
institutions that make human rights a lived reality.

Every day, the United Nations helps people around the world realize their most
basic rights. Together with civil society and governments, we deliver food and
provide shelter; support education and elections; clear mines; defend the
environment; empower women; and strive for peace.

But we cannot do it alone. This work depends on all people, everywhere, taking a
stand. When we protect the most vulnerable, when we refuse to look away, when
we speak up for the institutions that speak up for us, we keep human rights alive.

Our rights should never take second place to profit or power. Let us unite to protect
them, for the dignity and freedom of all.
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